Magnesium sulphate for pre-eclampsia: care of the neonate.
Whilst the care of women requiring magnesium sulphate for pre-eclampsia and eclampsia is well documented, there is considerably less guidance on the identification and treatment of magnesium toxicity in women and neonates within midwifery literature, particularly in relation to neonatal care. Given the potential risk of magnesium toxicity in the neonate and the ensuing problems that may occur, it is essential that all midwives are knowledgeable about the care and observations required for the fetus and neonate. This paper provides a background to the neonatal anatomy and physiology, recognition of neonatal magnesium toxicity and implications for midwifery practice.